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The composition of MDMA tablets seized In
Taiwan

Shu-fang Teng, Shou-chien Wu, Wen-Ing Tsay, Chiareiy Liu

National Bureau of Controlled Drugs, Department of Health

Abstract

To better understand the compositions and potential health hazard of alleged MDMA tablets
(3,4-methylenedioxymethamphetamine) circulated in the drug abuse scene in Taiwan, we have studied
136 samples seized during the January 1, 2002 to December 31, 2004 period. Base on their color and
morphological appearance, these tablets were classified into 79 groups. Full-scan and selected ion
monitoring gas chromatography-mass spectrometric methods were then used to determine the
compositions and the quantity of MDMA in these tablets. 48 tablets were found to contain up to five
other active components, such as methamphetamine, amphetamine, MDEA
(3,4-methylenedioxyethylamphetamine, MDA  (3,4-methylenedioxyamphetamine),  ephedrine,
diazepam, caffeine, nicotinamide, and clorzoxazone. The quantity of MDMA in each tablet ranges
from 36 to 157 mg — nearly a five-fold difference. The presence of unexpected compounds and
unexpected potency are additional health hazard to the users.

Key words : MDMA, methamphetamine, amphetamine, MDEA, MDA



